City Hall to plant
rooftop garden
amid downtown’s
concrete canyon

Is it o roof or & courtyard?

A hidden spot on top of o one-sto-
ry section of Minneapolis Ciy Hall
is both, really, And starting next sum-
mer, tis place will deal o senall blow
agains plobal warming.

The conter poof of the historic
building wall becoane a hoouriant park
with planits climbing info the air and
aminiature Mississippi Biver Dowing
past awalking path.

The “green rool” movement in
construction mikes building: mone
fricndly to the covironment by using
vegetation to absorb the sun's heat
and capturing rukn that would ofhise-
wise wash filth into rivers.

To tuild the systom of citerns,
garden plots and a shallow water
feature, the city and county are ¢ach
spending  S154,000, while private
grants are contributing SI60,000.

Part ol the rool s already preein.
A parch of moss discovered grow-
i on the gravel B8 0 vanety never
before found in Hepnepin County,
said 1. Peter MacDonagh of the Kes-
trel Desipn Group, the green rools
designor.

The moss, which will be trans-
planted, is officially known as Lepto-
dietyurn hurmdle, although they're call-
ing it Minneapolis City Hall Moss.
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